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Our Timeline
Fr. Drew engaged Parish Facilities
Needs Assessment team and the
master plan for St. Laurence Catholic
Church campus is established

2005-2006

Church rededication Mass celebrates
expansion of worship space due to
growth of parish family

August 2008

June 2007

October
2011
Parish is surveyed for input regarding
prioritization of parish facility needs and
planning for growth
Capital Campaign
Assessment is conducted

April 2013
May 2013

Parish Life Center construction begins

Finance Council selects The Steier Group
development firm to assess capital
campaign readiness for construction of a
Parish Life Center
Parish leadership agrees to move forward
with capital campaign

July/August
2013
September
through
November
2013

St. Laurence Catholic Church and
School are debt-free; parish bond
loans are paid in full

Parish Facilities Reassessment Committee
convenes to discuss Phase 2 of the Master Plan

April 2012

June 2013
Preparation Phase of campaign effort
underway

Master Plan Phase 1 construction
for church expansion

March 2014
May 2014

St.Active
Laurence
Capital Campaign Kick-Off and
Phase of:

MAY YOUR

GLORY
Catholic Church

Begin to move out of RE Center

June 2014
July 2015

Move into new Parish Life Center

September 12, 2013
My dear parish family,
It is with great anticipation and joy that we launch the May Your Glory Shine capital
campaign to build our Parish Life Center! This fall, I invite every member of our parish
family to support a common goal to raise the funds necessary to create a place for us to
gather, to serve and to grow in our faith.
Please take the time to thoroughly review the information enclosed in this mailing and
prayerfully consider how you will support this parish wide effort.
The remarkable faith community that St. Laurence is today started humbly 28 years ago. A
couple hundred families – many still here today as our most active parishioners – gathered
for Mass each Sunday in rented office space. Did they envision at that time the superlarge, diverse and dynamic parish that St. Laurence would become? Probably not. But they
united in prayer and did what was necessary as a parish family: acquiring land, building,
welcoming, teaching, serving, worshipping. Today, countless thousands, including those
who belong and those whom we serve, benefit from the early vision and stewardship of
these founding families.
As your pastor, I invite you to do what is necessary for St. Laurence today and for the
people who will come after us. We have been leading up to building this Parish Life Center
since we purchased the land from Williams Trace Baptist Church 15 years ago. We have
utilized the buildings that existed on the property to house our Religious Education Center
and Weekday Children’s Program – and they have served us well. But the growth of these
programs and the multiplication of parish groups and ministries over the years demand
space that is better suited to meet our parish needs. This Parish Life Center will be a place
not only for religious education for all ages, but will be the primary meeting location for
our more than 70 parish ministries and groups.
Indeed, the heart of our worship and the heart of our parish is the Eucharist. But the pulse
will be felt across the street in our new Parish Life Center, which will be adequately suited
to accommodate the diverse needs of our Catholic family now and for decades to come.
Over the last year and a half, we have questioned, surveyed, assessed and consulted. Now
the time has come to act and move forward! Please join with me in making our Parish Life
Center a reality. I have made my sacrificial stretch pledge to this great effort and I am here
to ask you to prayerfully consider doing the same according to your means. We will be so
happy in two years when we behold what God’s grace and your generosity have generated.
Please be informed, involved and take ownership. I pray that every family will pledge
something toward this noble effort.
Your brother in Christ,

Fr. Drew Wood,
Pastor

DID YOU KNOW?
Where we were
Following more than 18 months of surveying, planning and study, we have
committed to moving forward with Phase Two of our parish’s Facility Master
Plan. This Master Plan was originally developed in 2006, which called for an
enlargement of our worship space (Phase One) and a reinventing of our existing
Religious Education Center (Phase Two). A committee comprised of volunteers and
parish staff poured over details, comparing ministry needs to available space, and
collaborated on a recommendation to most effectively meet those needs, maximize
existing facilities, create a safe & secure environment, and provide for a fully
accessible and unified campus.

Where we are

St. La

The architect we have chosen for the Parish Life Center project is Jackson & Ryan,
the same Houston-based architecture firm that expanded our church. The firm
is collaborating with a Building Committee, comprised of volunteer parishioners
appointed by Fr. Drew, to design a building that will be more than just a center for
religious education; in fact, the Parish Life Center will become the primary gathering
and meeting location for most of our parish ministries and groups.

Existing Religious
Education Center:

Catholic

2 Gathering Rooms: 4,800 sf
Youth Room: 1,100 sf
4 Meeting/Conference Rooms: 1,250 sf
13 WCP/CCE Classrooms: 5,800 sf
Kitchen: 500 sf
11 Individual & Shared Offices
for Religious Education Staff: 1,850 sf
Storage: 1,200 sf

Lobby

Current Gross Square Footage:
35,600 sf

rendering of parish life center

WHERE WE ARE GOING
We are moving forward in faith to raise the money necessary to build a Parish Life
Center. Over the next 12 weeks, each family in the parish will have an opportunity
to make a pledge toward this effort.

aurence

We have set a target to raise $9 million toward a total project of $16.5 million.
• Thanks to your generosity and good stewardship, our current church and
school debt will be completely paid off in March 2014.
• We will have about $4 million to put down when construction begins.
• A loan for the balance will be taken out through the Archdiocese; cash flow
projections indicate that we should be able to retire the debt on this new loan
within five years.
We are abundantly blessed here at St. Laurence and we recognize that all good
things come from God. In gratitude we return these blessings in the ministry work
we do and in financial support of the parish. Please consider a sacrificial stretch
pledge in support of building a Parish Life Center that will serve us and future
generations to build the Kingdom of God here in Sugar Land.

Proposed
Parish Life Center:

c Church
Youth Room: 2,500 sf

3 Gathering Rooms: 7,500 sf
4 Meeting/Conference Rooms: 2,880 sf
15 WCP/CCE Classrooms: 7,800 sf
Kitchen: 1,200 sf
18 Individual Offices for
Religious Education Staff: 2,600 sf
Storage: 5,200 sf
Unfinished for Future Use: Up to 6,800 sf
Planned Gross Square Footage:
78,700 sf

gathering Room

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS
Tearing down both buildings seems wasteful.
Wouldn’t it be better to just expand the
buildings?

Building A was built by Williams Trace Baptist as their
“starter” facility and was not intended to be a permanent
structure in their master plan. The building is a wood frame structure
and has significant deficiencies for a public building, including lack
of fire sprinkler systems, and narrow hallway and stairway widths. In
addition, the air conditioning systems for the building are at the end
of their useful life and would require replacement within the next
2-3 years. The foundations on both buildings are showing signs of
movement which would likely need to be addressed in the future as
well. Neither building has an elevator or ADA accessible restrooms,
which limit many of our parishioners from using these facilities.
Some are not able to get from the first floor to the second floor for
meetings and ministry work. Any expansion to these buildings would
trigger requirements to bring them into compliance with current life
safety and ADA codes, requiring the buildings to be reconstructed
on the interior, making the usable spaces smaller (because hallways
and restrooms would increase in size). After study, it was determined
that demolition and reconstruction was the most time and cost
effective solution. In addition, tearing both buildings down allows
for the most efficient use of the property, by moving the footprint
of the buildings and allowing for alignment of the entrance from
Sweetwater Blvd. to align with a row of parking.

Will we lose parking spots?

With the new Parish Life Center, we actually gain more
accessible parking. Our parking configuration as it is
currently is not fully utilized. Much of the parking is on the
“backside” of the building, which is inconveniently far away from the
entrances to both Buildings A and B, plus it’s not at all convenient
to the church. As a result, these parking spaces are rarely used. The
new building will be configured with a front entrance facing Austin
Parkway. This will allow us to consolidate most of the parking so
that it can be better utilized for the new facility and for church
parking. Additionally, we have positioned the Parish Life Center on
the property so that cars entering the parking lot from Sweetwater
Boulevard have more direct access to the main entrance of the
building.

Will there be meeting rooms to accommodate
larger groups?

Currently, we do not have enough large meeting room
spaces to meet the needs of our various ministries and prayer
groups. In fact, over the past four years, the frequency of requests for
meeting space that can accommodate groups of 25-50 and 100+ has
dramatically increased. As a result, more times than not, we cannot
accommodate these groups, and rarely on the day and time they
request. The plan for the new Parish Life Center is for rooms that can
accommodate 25-50, plus rooms that will accommodate over 100
people. In this way, we hope to better meet the needs of our growing
parish ministries and groups.

Will there be a dedicated Youth Room?

It will be substantially larger than our existing space
dedicated for teens. Compared to other Catholic churches,
we currently have a very small amount of space that the youth of the
parish can call their own, especially for a parish our size. The new
Parish Life Center will have a dedicated youth space that is more than
twice the size of the space we have now. This space will allow the
youth ministers to hold events for as many as 100 people, in a space
dedicated for them, rather than “competing” for the other large
meeting spaces. Importantly, this dedicated youth space gives the
teens in our parish their own “home” at St. Laurence and provides
our youth ministers more flexibility in programming events.

Will we be able to hold events for adults and
children simultaneously?

The new Parish Life Center is being designed to comply
with VIRTUS© guidelines, which provide for secure access
and separation of children and adult programs. The design of our
current Religious Education Center makes it extremely difficult to
secure and effectively maintain separation of adults and children in
order to be in compliance with Archdiocesan VIRTUS© guidelines.
As a result, we cannot offer meeting space to adult groups at a
time when children are in the same building. With the new Parish
Life Center, we will be able offer adult access to one section of the
building, while maintaining secure separation from CCE classes
happening at the same time. In this way, the entire facility may be
used at the same time by all.

Your gift makes a difference!
All gifts matter!

We encourage donors to consider a 10-20 percent initial payment
to begin your pledge commitment. Gifts of Cash are the most
common and will allow the parish to address its immediate needs.
Donating cash is as simple as writing a check, authorizing a charge
on your credit card (Visa, MasterCard, American Express, Discover,
and Diner’s Club) or automatic withdrawals. Checks should be made
payable to St. Laurence Catholic Church and please note May Your
Glory Shine in the memo section of the check.

Will Weekday Children’s Program have
dedicated classrooms?

To maximize efficiency and not build more
classrooms than absolutely necessary, the Weekday
Children’s Program and CCE classes will continue to share
classroom space. However, a significant improvement of the
new Parish Life Center is that all of the classrooms are being
designed with larger storage space, large enough to store the
tables, chairs and other equipment necessary for CCE classes.
Because the current classrooms in Building B lack adequate
storage, the tables and chairs for CCE are kept aside in each
classroom, not stored away, which poses a safety hazard for
the Weekday Children’s Program. The improved classroom
storage of the new Parish Life Center will make a huge
difference for the WCP and CCE students and teachers that
share this classroom space.

Is there a plan for additional storage on
that side of the campus?

The current facility lacks storage for the many
programs and ministries that meet there. However,
the new Parish Life Center will have ample storage to support
the groups that will use this space. In addition, some items
that are used exclusively on that property (such as all the
supplies and structures for our annual Parish Bazaar) will
now be stored on that side of the campus. By storing supplies
where they are used, we greatly reduce the time and energy it
takes to access and position these items.

How will you improve accessibility for
people with mobility issues?

The new Parish Life Center will be 100% ADA compliant,
allowing full access on both levels to all parishioners. Currently,
there is no elevator in either building of our Religious Education
facility; this precludes many of our parishioners with mobility
issues from using 2nd floor meeting spaces. Additionally, none
of the restrooms in the existing building can be accessed by
adults or children who are wheelchair-dependent. The new
Parish Life Center will have an elevator which will allow full
access to the 2nd floor, plus all restrooms, meeting rooms
and classrooms will be 100% ADA compliant.

Corporate Matching Gifts
A matching gift program provided through your employer may allow
you to increase the value of your gift. Many companies match charitable
gifts made by their employees, retirees or board members. Check with
your company’s Human Resource Department for the proper form.
Charitable gifts of securities – stocks, bonds or mutual funds –
that have been held for at least one year and have appreciated offer
special tax advantages. You will receive a tax deduction for the full
market value of the gift but you will not have to pay capital gains tax on
the appreciated amount.
Life Insurance
You may donate to the campaign by making St. Laurence Catholic
Church the owner and beneficiary of your insurance policy.
Planned Gifts
Planned giving is the process of carefully selecting the best method and
asset for making a charitable gift. Such a gift can enable you to take full
advantage of the tax laws to accomplish your financial and charitable
goals. Planned gifts can be made in the following ways:
• Bequests by will or living trust
• Charitable Gift Annuities
• Charitable Remainder Trusts
• Charitable Lead Trusts
• Beneficiary benefits from IRA’s, pensions, or financial accounts

Giving Considerations
3 Year
Pledge
$60,000
$50,000
$30,000
$25,000
$20,000
$18,000
$9,000
$3,600
$1,800
$1,500

Annually

Semiannually

Quarterly

Monthly

$20,000
$16,667
$10,000
$8,334
$6,667
$6,000
$3,000
$1,200
$600
$500

$10,000
$8,334
$5,000
$4,167
$3,334
$3,000
$1,500
$600
$300
$250

$5,000
$4,167
$2,500
$2,084
$1,667
$1,500
$750
$300
$150
$125

$1,667
$1,389
$833
$695
$555
$500
$250
$100
$50
$42

Prayer for Capital Campaign
Father, it is in giving thanks to You
for all your gifts that we are humbled;
It is in giving thanks to You
for our parish family that we are blessed;
and it is in giving thanks to you
by sharing these blessings
that Your glory shines.
We pray that you will bless our efforts
to build a new Parish Life Center,
that the fire you have placed in our hearts
will burn brightly and that our hearts
may unite with yours to do your will.
Through all this, may we forever sing your praise!
We ask for your blessing upon our parish and this campaign;
we pray all of this in His most loving and precious name, Jesus.
Amen
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